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SUBJECT: CIV AIR, CAR PURCHASE OF AIRCRAFT 

1. CONFIRMING CAR RADIO NEWS ITEM MARCH 4 AN ARTICLE 
PUBLISHED MARCH 5 IN LOCAL NEWSPAPER TERRE AFRICAINE STATED 
THAT GOVERNMENT OF THE CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC (GOCAR) 

HAS PURCHASED A SOVIET CARGO PLANE TYPE AH26. PRESIDENT 
BOKASSA PERSONALLY SIGNED THE PURCHASE CONTRACT IN A 
FORMAL CEREMONY WITH SOVIET AMBASSADOR MELNIKOV ON MARCH 3. 
ACCORDING TO TERRE AFRICAINE THE AH-26 IS A CARGO VERSION OF 
THE AH-24 AND CAN BE USED FOR SHORT TO MEDIUM RANGE DISTANCES. 
THE ARTICLE DID NOT DISCLOSE EITHER THE PRICE OR TERMS OF SALE. 

2. THE SOVIET AIRCRAFT IS THE FIRST PURELY CARGO PLANE IN THE 
GOCAR PRESIDENTIAL FLEET, WHICH CONSISTS OF TWO CARAVELLES, 

A DC-4, A DC-3, AND THREE SOVIET HELICOPTERS. THE NEW PLANE 
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PRESIDENTIAL LODGE AT NDELE AS WELL AS FOR OCCASIONAL TRIPS 
TO SEAPORTS OF DOUALA, LIBREVILLE, AND POINTE NOIRE. 

3. THE CAR HAS BEEN IN THE MARKET FOR CIVIL AIRCRAFT FOR 
SOME TIME. HOWEVER, THE GOCAR'S VARIOUS ATTEMPTS TO PURCHASE 
AIRCRAFT FROM AMERICAN SUPPLIERS AND PROMOTERS AS WELL AS THE 
USG HAVE BEEN UNPRODUCTIVE TO DATE. SUCCESSFUL PURCHASE OF THE 
NEW AH-26 ON TERMS THE GOCAR CONSIDERS ATTRACTIVE WILL 
CERTAINLY ENCOURAGE THE GOCAR TO CONTINUE ITS EFFORTS TO 
OBTAIN MORE AIRCCAFT FROM ANY AND ALL SOURCES. 
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